
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Trips or Events����
 
Saturday, November 3, 2007 -- Annual Meeting, 5:00pm, 
Warner Library, Clinton, IL.  Tim and Lynette White , 
217-794-5028, TimLynetteWhite@aol.com or Marilyn 
Black, 217-935-8603, blusgrdn@a5.com.   
  
The club will supply the meat, some drinks, and related 
items.  Bring a covered dish and table service.   
.   
Agenda for the business meeting will include winter pool ses-
sions and election of officers for 2007 .  We will be looking 
for a newsletter editor or co-editor or newsletter committee 
and a training coordinator.  Please come with a nomination 
for these positions. 
Illinois Paddling Council President, Gary Mechanic will be 
the guest speaker.  He will talk about the “Access Project and-
the IL Paddlesport meeting the IPC is running on Sat., Nov. 
17th to create  a true council of paddling clubs and a larger 
coalition of everyone involved in paddlesport in the state.” 
 
We will be scheduling only December, January, February, 
and March trips at this meeting.  If you would like to schedule 
a trip in one of those months please bring the information to 
Marilyn at the meeting (preferred method) or send the trip 

details (date, location, time, 
contact info, trip description) to 
me at RR 2 Box 5, Clinton, IL 
61727 or email 
blusgrdn@mchsi.com.  Also, it 
is very important to include the 
level of paddling experience 
needed for the trip.   
  
Warner Library-310 N Quincy, 
Clinton, IL 
From the north-Take the first 
Clinton exit off US 51 onto 

Bus US 51 that becomes Center St at the 4-way stop 
sign.  Continue south on Center St for about 5-6 blocks, just 
before the railroad crossing and across from the Save-a-Lot 
store turn into the Library's parking lot on the right (west) side 
of the street.  Do not cross the railroad tracks if you are com-
ing from the north.   
  
From the south- Take the first Clinton exit off US 51 onto Bus 
US 51.  At the first stoplight (State Routes 54 and 10 or Van 
Buren St) turn east then 3 blocks turn north onto Center 
St.  Continue north around the Square and 1 1/2 blocks after 
the Square cross the railroad tracks and immediately turn left 
(west) into the Library's parking lot. 
  
From the east and west - Continue into Clinton on State 
Routes 54 and 10 or Van Buren St to Center St (Soto's Restur-
ant on the southeast corner, HP gas station on the northeast 
corner).  Turn north and continue north around the Square and 
1 1/2 blocks after the Square cross the railroad tracks and im-
mediately turn left (west) into the Library's parking lot.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
Friday, November 23, Salt Creek, Rocky Ford Bridge to 
Possum Hollow, Lincoln, IL.  Marilyn Black 217 935 8603, 
blusgrdn@mchsi.com.  9:30am Advanced Beginners 
  

Trip reports 
 

FRANK'S MOONLIGHT CRUISE 7-31 
(WHAT HAPPENED TO THE MOON?) 
 
The following people showed up to eat dinner at 
the Boon Docks at Weldon Springs, at 6 pm near 
Clinton before launching canoes . Mike Kerber 
with his Kayak, Float Prothero with his canoe, 
Frank and Mairlyn Black with their canoe. Bob and 
Libby Letterly, and Kathleen Riepe showed up to 
eat dinner but didn’t get on the water. Fun was had 
by all with small talk around the dinner table.  
At 7:11 pm Float, Mike, Marilyn and Frank 
launched our boats on Weldon Springs lake…we 
went around the lake waiting for the moon to come 
up . Saw two herons that seemed to follow us all 
over the lake. Saw a Kingfisher, and a Eastern 
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SALLY HUNDLEY'S LABOR DAY ADVEN-
TURE AND MORE 9-1- 2007 
We were camping down in the Eastern section of 
Shawnee National Forest the weekend of September 
1st and 2nd and went to Garden of the Gods for a 
hike among the very high outcrops you always see in 
pictures of southern Illinois. My husband and son 
terrorized me by leaping from boulder to boulder 
and posing for each other at the edges of huge drop-
offs. We also biked along ten miles of the Tunnel 
Hill trail, from Tunnel Hill to Stonefort. We camped 
at Lake Glendale.  
 
On September 8th my son and I drove back to Stone-
fort to reclaim a hat he'd left there and then went 
hiking at Burden Falls, which is quite lovely. We 
had meant to go to Bell Smith Springs quite near 
there, but every half hour or so that morning the 
heavens would just open up and pour, so we decided 
a shorter trail might be wise. It was incredibly wild 
and beautiful.  
 
It whetted my appetite for trying Mike Svob's Saline 
River trip, from Equality to Saline landing. It's not 
far from where we were hiking and looks as if at 
least some of the wildness and rough terrain comes 
near to the river. It's a fairly long trip which Svob 
advises is difficult to shorten because of the steep 
muddy banks of the river. On the plus side there is 
gorgeous camping near there of various levels of ac-
commodation.  
 
Another possibility in the spring is Lusk Creek, 
though I hear it is extremely exciting at high water 
and very low at low water. Could be a great paddle 
with the right water level, but that makes the stakes 
pretty high for a trip planned in advance. We could 
try for Lusk Creek, but with a well-developed Plan 
B.  
 
I talked to a woman at Beall Woods State Park (page 
87 in the Gazetteer) and she said you could do an 
out-and-back on the Wabash. It also looks like you 
might go from Beall Woods to Grayville. However, 
I'm not sure how pretty it would be once you got out 
of Beall Woods.  
 

Kingbird, along with a beaver. We waited and 
waited to see the moon, which never came up by 
9:15. I think I got the time wrong, because the 
moon rise was suppose to be at 8:39, but maybe I 
read it wrong, because when I looked out the front 
door after coming home it was in the sky near the 
horizon…I think it came up at 9:39 pm.  
Float mentioned in passing, that he saw two does 
as he entered the Boon Dock parking lot.  
But fun was had by all, in the Boon Docks and on 
the Lake…but WHERE WAS THE MOON?? The 
cruise was a great success tho. Last year no one 
showed up. Float mentioned that the moon in Sep-
tember rose a sundown...so maybe next year we do 
it in September.  
 
Frank Black  
Membership Chair  
Mackinaw Canoe Club 
 
Hey Frank: 
 
I was going to come with my son,  but wanted to make sure 
he, who is seven, tried a moon light cruise here first.  (In case 
he got scared or wanted to leave right away).   
 
We went out on Eureka Lake and we had the same experi-
ence you did of course!  My son must have asked ten times, 
"Where is the moon?".  It was worth it when it came up, 
about the same time you mentioned.  We were in some trees 
so took us a little longer to see it! 
 
Gorgeous night!  Hope to join next time! 
 
Amy 
 
ANNUAL HLC RIVER RUN AUGUST 18TH  
Another Illinois River run from Henry, Illinois to Chilli-
cothe, Illinois.   Thunderstorms threatened to cancel it, 
not alot of wildlife on this one, the Kankakee river was 
better.  But there was alot of thost frickin Asian Flying 
Carp out there!  Oh, one Bald Eagle but he wouldn't sit 
still for a good shot.  Take a look.  Again, if the link 
won't work, then copy and paste it into your web 
browser's address bar. 
  
http://s23.photobucket.com/albums/b359/
Shavron_117/6th%20Annual%20HLC%20River%
20Run/ 
  
Trev 
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Of course, we could re-open the trip we didn't do: 
the Big Muddy near Little Grand Canyon in the 
western section of the Shawnee, south of Mur-
physboro.  
 
And then there's the Cache. I've done the swamp 
section in Svob, but it's a little disappointing in the 
spring. You just wander around in the button bush, 
hoping no poisonous snakes fall on your head. It 
needs leaves to be intriguing. Last weekend, we 
did the heron pond trail in another section of the 
Cache River Wildlife Refuge, and it was breath-
taking, though the water levels were quite low. It's 
probably breathing a sigh of relief today.  
 
I paddled to the end of the swamp section and saw 
it begin to revert to a river. I thought that section 
was the prettiest. Maybe I'm just a sucker for the 
usual river metaphors, but I like water that's going 
somewhere, even if it's slow. Svob has a couple of 
suggestions for river sections and I would be 
happy to try them. Years ago, John and a friend 
paddled a section of the Cache River and I drove 
shuttle. I remember that the surrounding land was 
farm country but the river was fairly wooded and 
of decent size. I think we went over Easter break 
and had been camped at Giant City. I remember 
that we bought topo maps at a ranger station in the 
National Forest, and that Anna was on one of the 
maps, so we weren't doing either of Svob's sec-
tions. I remember how beautiful it was. There was 
plenty of water and there were even Cypress 
Knees at some point, though it certainly was up-
river from the current refuge. I'd be glad to re-
search it further if you like.  
 
You know, I think last spring I was talking about 
the Kaskaskia and I eventually did the stretch 
around Fayetteville. It was very pretty, but because 
there's a big marina for large boats at New Athens, 
you wouldn't want to go much south of Fayette-
ville. A local friend thinks the section from Carlyle 
to Fayetteville is the prettiest on the river and likes 
the State Fish and Wildlife Area south of Fayette-
ville, but he fishes and hunts in a john-boat with a 
little motor and may be less cowed by the occas-
tional yacht.  

 
Svob seems to prefer the section between Lake 
Shelbyville and Carlyle Lake.  
 
I would be glad to research any of these trips, de-
pending on how far people are willing to go and 
what their priorities are in terms of length, terrain, 
camping facilities, (or bed and breakfasts), etc. I 
haven't paddled since the day we did the Salt Fork, 
partly because of the heat and partly because I just 
am tired of going alone. It's always possible I 
could talk my cousin into scoping something out 
with me. He's become a sort of typical southern 
Illinois paddler, who just has a favorite spot and 
goes there to chill. Ambition gets a little anesthe-
tized down here, just as I always suspected. But 
every once in a while you like to try something 
new.  
 
Sally 
 
Sept 2, Planning Session, North Fork  
 
I received an email from David Stjern about the trips he 
would like to see on the Club schedule for the last of 
this year and early next year.  Lorrie and Float sent a 
note about the 2 winter trips they are hoping to 
lead.  One trip in Feb or March, and the other Janu-
ary.   Lenore Sabota wants to lead a Mackinaw River 
trip (possibly New Year’s Day) and Tim White author-
ized having the annual meeting at the Warner Library in 
Clinton again.  So Sunday’s planning meeting was 
highly successful even if only Lenore showed up.  
  
We put in and turned up river to see how far we could 
get before a strainer stopped us.  That happened pretty 
quickly but not until we saw a heron, turtles, water va-
por rising from the mud banks, a northern water snake, 
and as we turned back a mink (confirmed later by 
Lenore) watching us from the safety of a dead tree 
along the creek’s edge.  Back under the bridge and 
paddling slowly to the south end of this section, we saw 
many more turtles, heard several bird calls and songs, 
and continued to see the heron along the bank ahead 
and in the air.  We saw kingfishers, heard a tufted tit-
mouse and a woodpecker, saw migrating yellow legs, 
killdeers, a solitary sandpiper, egrets, teals, gulls, 
green herons, and of course, carp.  At the take out we 
saw raptors in the sky.  Lenore thought they might be 
Mississippi kites but later confirmed them as night-
hawks.   The creek seemed full of traffic, a kayaker was 
leaving soon after we got there, a couple in inflatable 
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kayaks entered just ahead of us  as we came back un-
der the bridge upstream, a couple was entering the 
creek when were getting out.  They were planning to 
goose hunt.  They had their blind and decoys loaded in 
the canoe and were dressed in camouflage.  They said 
goose season started on the 1st and that explains why 
Lenore and I didn’t see one Canadian goose on the trip. 
And lastly, a kayaker drove up with a beautiful boat i.e. 
no scratches.  She was scouting Clinton Lake and area 
for accesses.    
The weather was good, a bit hot, but sunny, clear and 
calm.  Thank you Lenore for accompanying me, be-
cause, it is better, as you say, to have someone hear 
me say, “Wow!”     -Marilyn Black 
 
Hi Marilyn, I had a nice time today (and took a nice nap 
when I got home). After checking my other bird books 
when I got home, I guess those birds were Nighthawks. 
But they sure flew different and seemed larger than the 
ones I generally see near nightfall.  And the snake was 
a Northern Water Snake, maybe a subspecies (see link 
below).  http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cbd/herpdist/species/
ne_sipedon.html  I'm pretty sure the other critter we saw 
was a mink rather than a weasel. It seems to match the 
photos better plus the habitat matches up ... mink tend 
to be around water:http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/Wildlife/
furbearers/mink.html  
 
Paddle on, Lenore 
 

September 26-Moonlight paddle. 

Hi,  Wednesday, Sept. 26, was a beautiful evening.  
Carol Welch, 
Terry Poertner, 
and I enjoyed the 
rising of the Har-
vest Moon while 
paddling on John-
son Lake. The sun 
was setting in the 
West at about the 
same time the 
moon was rising, 
and was equally 
spectacular.  The 
evening was so peaceful and relaxing on the water 
that it was hard for us to leave.   

Janet McAdams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 6-Banner Marsh and Chili Paddle 
From:  Kenneth Powell  

To:  wally morris ; mike McKearn ; Frank Marilyn Black  

Wally & Mike, 

Where have you guys been? 

Have been missing u both on the floats 

I went this last time not knowing what the 

weather will be shortly Water is still warm 

We had over 21 boats at Banner Marsh 

This picnic afterwards was very good  

It always brings the club together  

Of course only  one kayaker  rolled over 

Guess who? Rite it was me Kayak Ken 

Mike , your friend has been doing good on the water 

I notice He's getting bolder and more assurance on the water  

Wallly asking you a question. When we have an other river 

flloat, would you move it up. a little sooner on the calendar 

Or does it really matter. Give me your thoughts please.Is  

there a perfect weekend 

Hoping to see u both on the water 
KP  

 
October 6 Eleven Point Trip Report 
We put in on Saturday morning October 6th at 
Greer Spring park and took out about 6:00pm on 
Sunday October 7th camping on Saturday night at 
Green Briar float camp.  Gene Grider and Rob 
Lewis were both in Bell solo canoes so we named 
them the Bell twins.  Alan Lorton and his son Alex 
were in a tandem canoe. Sally Hundley was in a 
kayak.  My daughter Lauren and myself were in a 
tandem canoe.  We encountered deer, a mink, a 
muskrat, bald eagles, squirrels, herons, turtles, one 
bat, and even a few cows along one of the most 
beautiful rivers I've ever paddled.  That's why we 
go back to this one every fall.  The weather was 
way to hot.  There was even a little October swim-
ming along the way to cool off.  We're usually 
wearing long sleeve fleece on this trip.  After the 
take out on Sunday everyone sort of split up.  My 
daughter and I drove about half way back to Sam 
A. Baker State Park and stayed Sunday night 
there.  We hiked around on Monday and got so hot 
we went swimming in Big Creek that afternoon. 
—Greg McKenny 
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Float and Lorrie Prothero  
 ---  Member profile ---   

By Norm Miller 
 
Clinton Illinois is home, but their paddling experience has taken Float and Lorrie Prothero and their 
Bell Northwind canoe to distant places.  Lorrie is still trying to relive their trip to the Kipewa River in 
Quebec.  They would portage a nasty stretch of rapids if they try that river again. Better memories in-
clude:  the Cerise in Quebec, the Missouri in Montana, Missouri’s Current River, and their local favorite 
North Fork.     
 
Both coming from large families, Float and Lorrie’s own family includes two sons, a daughter, their 
spouses, three grandchildren and a step grandson.  Float, employed as a forklift mechanic, spends his non-
paddling free time woodworking, studying maps, and building furniture for the family.  Lorrie‘s interests 
beyond her Customs Compliance job at Electrolux include gardening, practicing feng shui, healing touch, 
decorating, meditating,  and taking classes in hypnosis. 
 
Their 6 years of membership in the MCC represents a fraction of their paddling experience.  Lorries 9 
years of paddling is impressive until you think about Float’s 39 years.  While they are active participants 
in the club, many people don’t know the Float’s mom calls him “Rick”.  
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Essay on Gear 
When you enter the world of Global Positioning System (GPS), prepare to be completely fascinated!  Did you know that 24 
solar-powered GPS satellites are orbiting our earth approximately 12,000 miles above us, moving at speeds of 7,000 miles an 
hour?  These satellites constantly transmit information that can identify positions on earth by measuring the distance between 
satellites.  Originally placed in space by the Department of Defense, civilians have been able to take advantage of this billion 
dollar technology since the 1980s.   
 
I knew none of this when my Garmin eTrex Legend® HCx arrived in the mail.  Generally, I skip reading and fiddle with tech-
nology until I decipher how to use it.  When I tried this with my GPS navigator, I was humbled.  Bafflingly enough, I ended up 
with a couple of random flags stuck on a map and without knowing why, a pink line linking me to Kansas City, Missouri!  I 
tried unsuccessfully to get rid of that mysterious link to Kansas City, which led me to a great little book entitled,  “GPS Made 
Easy” by Lawrence Letham.  By the first chapter I was in complete awe of what I was holding in my hand.  Although there is a 
slight learning curve, GPS is not difficult once you understand a few basics.  I will outline some practical functions of  the Gar-
min eTrex Legend® HCx to show you the possibilities.  Since so many types of GPS exist, I will post a link to help you decide 
which GPS is for you (the Letham book covers this topic as well). 
 
When you first turn the GPS on, it will locate the satellites (it needs at least three) and show you exactly where you are on the 
earth.  With the click of a button, you can record a location (a waypoint), or have the GPS track your path (along with telling 
you how fast you are going, how long you have been trekking, what direction you are going and other nifty details).  You can 
plan a route, using a string of programmed waypoints or have the GPS show you the way back along a route you just took.  If 
your GPS has a card slot, you can upload maps and place all sorts of information on these maps from your computer screen, 
then save it and download it into your GPS.  If you like orienteering, you will enjoy geocaching, what the Garmin website ex-
plains this as "A high-tech version of hide-and-seek. Geocachers seek out hidden treasures utilizing GPS coordinates posted on 
the Internet by those hiding the cache".  As if that is not enough, the Garmin eTrex Legend® HCx  has a calculator, stop watch, 
altimeter, tide tables and a fishing calendar .  You can access a screen that will show you the cycles of the sun and moon. 
 
Thinking back to our daring ancestors charting the waters by stars, I feel a little ashamed that by looking at the screen of my 
new GPS, I can know my location by an accuracy of three meters, 95% of the time.  But, problems can arise, so the old map 
and compass skills will always be needed!                                                ~ Amy Funk Chiotti 
 
LINKS  
 
GPS Basics:    http://www8.garmin.com/manuals/GPSGuideforBeginners_Manual.pdf 
An animated tutorial to GPS use:   http://www.trimble.com/gps/whygps.shtml 
Choosing the GPS that is right for you:   http://www.outdooreyes.com/choosegps.php3 

Miscellaneous 
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*****I don't know if you seen this Sunday (08/19/07) Peoria Journal Star sport section.  On the back page under out-
doors their showing a web site www.prairiestateoutdoors.com  This website is just starting up its aim is to 
cover Illinois from Chicago to Cairo outdoor activities.  Right now it has fishing, hunting and birding with more to 
come they would like to add paddling, walking and biking.  I thought maybe this would be a good way for the club to 
get more coverage.- Alan Welch 
  
Here is some added information on New Prairie State Outdoors website.  On the home page there is an icon called 
forum if you click on it and go down to other outdoors activities you find one on paddling.   Just thought you 
would like to know.                    -Alan Welch 
 
Enjoy the Day  Live Strong  Good Karma   
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Mackinaw Canoe Club 
Membership Application  

Your Club membership gives you a vote at our annual meeting and entitles you to receive 
our newsletters with trip schedules and reports, announcements about paddling events, 

sale items and notices concerning river issues, as well as access to our members-only website. 
You will also receive up-to-the minute news by email. 

 
Would you prefer to receive the newsletter (Choose one): 

US mail_______    Email only_______     Or both US mail and emailed to you_________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________  

Other family member names:___________________________________  

Address: _________________________________________________  

City, State and Zip Code:_____________________________________  

Home Phone:______________________________________________  

Cell Phone/Other:___________________________________________  

E-mail address (please print carefully):  

_________________________________________________________  
 

All adults must sign the following:  

      I agree that I, the undersigned, for and on behalf of myself and any minor child who may accompany 
me, will take part in the Mackinaw Canoe Club activities at my own risk. I will not hold the Club, its offi-
cers, board members, trip-leaders, or any of its members responsible for any injuries or property loss that 
I or any member of my family may incur while taking part in Club activities. 

Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

Mackinaw Canoe Club - individual or family membership, $15.00:__________ 
Please mail your check with your completed Mackinaw Canoe Club application to: 

Mackinaw Canoe Club, c/o Marilyn Black, RR 2 Box 5, Clinton, IL. 61727  
Thank you for joining and we'll look forward to SYOTR!  
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